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CHANGE IN THE STARTING DATE OF THE FALL COMMERCIAL RED SNAPPER

SEASON FROM SEPTEMBER 1 TO OCTOBER 1

 AND OTHER MANAGEMENT M EASURES

NOAA Fisheries is publishing a final rule to  implement
management measures for the Gulf of Mexico red
snapper season that are contained in a regulatory
amendment prepared by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council.  Most of these measures,
including all measures pertaining to recreational
fishermen and a change in the spring commercial
season, were previously implemented by interim rules
beginning January 2000.  This final rule extends those
provisions indefinitely and adds a change in the start
date of the fall commercial season and a minor change
in the seasonal allocation of the commercial quota
between the spring and fall seasons.

This final rule:

! changes the starting date of the fall commercial
season from September 1 to October 1;

! allocates two-thirds of the commercial red snapper
quota to the spring season with the remainder
available for the fall season;

! continues the 10-day openings each month of  the
spring red snapper commercial season;

! continues a recreational minimum size limit of 16
inches (commercial minimum size limit remains 15
inches); 

! continues a recreational season of April 21 to
October 31; 

! continues the 4-fish bag limit for captain and crew
of for-hire vessels.

This and other news releases are available on the
SERO homepage at http://caldera.sero.nmfs.gov.
NOAA Fisheries is an agency of the Commerce
Department's National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.


